Investigation Into the Antinfluenza Agent Oseltamivir Distributed via the Internet in Japan.
This study evaluated the quality and authenticity of the anti-influenza agent oseltamivir acquired via the Internet in Japan. The brand name drugs Tamiflu and Antiflu were obtained via the Internet using a search engine. The authenticity and legitimacy of the medicines were verified with the samples' manufacturers and the regulatory authorities of the country of origin, respectively. In addition, quantitative and dissolution tests were carried out using high-performance liquid chromatography. No counterfeits were detected among the samples. Additionally, all samples passed qualitative and quantitative tests according to the US Pharmacopeia monograph. However, different sorts of mismanagement were observed in the distribution channels. Through the Internet, oseltamivir can be purchased in quantities larger than the permissible amount in Japan. Furthermore, maintenance of medicine quality cannot be guaranteed. In addition, insufficient information and lack of quality control in some samples may cause unwanted health problems in patients.